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Tales of the Revolution and of the Peopl

“A Diary of the
Russian Revolution”

AMES L. HOUGHTELING'S 1
Diary of the Russion Retvolution is
an unpretentions little book, a simple,
direel personal narrative of the first days
of the Russian revolution in early spring,
1017, The author was in Petrograd when
things were happening.  Naturally he did
not see them all, but be saw as much as
the most alert of his readers eould have
done, and he makes the reader feel that he
wis there, too.

There 15 humor az well a= the thnll of
the unexpected in Houghteling’s story.
Absurd stories got sent abroad. 1t was
scknowledged at the Ameriean Fmbussy
in Petrozrad that correspondents were
“smdig e worst slush pessible to
Avvriea”

The vivolution was the eirens, hut it
dul not mterfere with the sideshows nor
with normal pursmits,  As a battle he-
twoen troops wis going on behind barri.
eades on the brond avenue of the Liteiny
ghoppers strolled down the thoroughtare
and came and went omoand out of the
stores.  Houghtelmg  amd  some  otlier
young  Amenicans, whose euriosity  Jed
them to get into the thick of many fusses,
eausd a small debate m the Duma, where
it was asserted that the yvoung men's be-
havior was evidenee that the United
States hall recognized the revolutionary
governnwnl !

A DIARY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLU-
TION, By James L. Hovenrenase. Dodd,
Meml & o,  $1.25,
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“Miss Amerikanka”

T HE impressions of un American girl

in Russia, and her reactions to
Russia, are set down in Miss Imerikawla
with a charm and sympathy that brings
fhat country very close to the reader. At
this particular time uny work which sheds
light on the character and personality of
a people on whom the sitention of the
whole world is eentred is of peculiar
interest. -

Miss Qilbreath’s book treats of Russia
as it was in the early days of the war—
but her picture of the Russians is one
that will help us better to understand the
background and seil of the Russian revo-
lution and its subsequent {ragedies.

M. Novinsky, throngh whose eyes Miss
Amerikanka is enabled to see the eoun-
try in ils most poignant aspeels, says
prophetically :

“The Russia you see is the Russia of
to-day; what Russia of to-morrow will
be no one knows. In time we shall evolve
into & grest free pation. In time—but
what is one man's lifetime in the evolu-
tion of a racef . s

“For the next hundred vears we are
going to be the most unbappy people in
the world.”

Into the writing of Miss Amerikenks
went an extraordinary degree of under-
standing and sineerity. There are poeti-
eal descriptions of the steppes, of Petro-
grad and Moscow; and there are flashes
of vision that are breath taking. A deli-
eate romance binds the impressions to-
gether and brings the Amer-
iean girl into a closer eontaet with the
reader.

MISS AMERIKANKA. Br Ounve Gu-
sazaTh. Harper and Brothers. $1.40.

Russian Expeniences
MONG the season’s books on Russia
there is none of more significance
than Mauriee Baring’s 4 Tear in Russia,
and this in spite of the fuet that it is the
second edition of a eollection of letters
eontributed to the London Morming Post
in 1906-1907. For the events of that year,
in Mr. Baring's estimation, brought about
the present eonditions in Russia.

The letters, written in an easy and direct
style, show well the state of inconceivable
demoralization prevalent at the time they
were done, Russian prisons were so
packed that the following dialogue took
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plave one day between a minister and
Ins subordinate:

Tue MiNgTre:
prisoners out.

Tue Svsorpisatr:  How many?

Tuk MixisTen:  Suy 5,000,

Tuwr Scpmpixare: Why 50001

Tue MiNisTER: A nice even number.

Tur SvsonmNate: But how? Which?
How shall we choose them ¥

Tue Mixismm: Lot out any 5,000, What
does it matter to them? Any 5,000 will be
as pleased as any other to be let out.

Ruth Pierce's letters to her mother and
father published under the title Trapped
in “Black Russia” are in eontrast very
much the work of an amateur, Extremely
personal in fone, they are given largely to
deseribing a period of arrest under sus-
picion of espionage and an interminable
wait for passports in company with the
writer's husband and a friend. In speak-
ing of the women of Hussia she says:
“When we left the monastery a group of
wounded soldiers were just entering.
With them was 8 woman in & man’s uni-
form. Her hair was eurly and short and
her chin pointed. Her feet looked ridieu-
lously small in the heavy, high soldier’s
boots, and in spite of her strut ber knees
knocked together in an unmistakably fem-
inine manner. Bul the men.treated her
quite as one of themselves. One soldier,
who had his lag eut off up to the thigh,
supported himeelf by her shoulder.”

A YEAR IN RBUSBIA. Br Mavrice Bamive.
E. P. Dution & Co. $3.50.

TRAPPED IN **BLACK RUSRIA.”’ By
Brrn Pmacz. Houghton Miflia Com-
pany. $1.25 "

“The Mad Monk of
Russia, Iiodcr”
HE “life, memories and confessons”
of Bergins Trufaneff, or Ihodor,

W must Jet some 6f the

1eal prescher, travelling about Russia and
listened to devoutly by millions. He be-
eame intimalely soquainted with the infa-
mous Rasputin. Iliodor does not comeeal
bis butred of Rasputin, whom be deseribes

monarchy would fall. This is a sample
of the things with which the book is filled,
things that tax the reader’s credulity or
overtax it. Bal il is exciling reading.

THE MAD MONK OF RUBSIA, ILIODOR.
By Smows Tavrasorr (Iniodon). The

Century Company. $2.

“Taras Bulba”

OINCIDENT almost with the decla-
ration of a Ukruinian peace with
CGemmuny, and the offer of the Cossacks
fo assist Jepan in protecting Biberia,
comes the publication in Everyman's Li-
brary of some of Gogol's best tales.
7 Botn i Titthe Rusiia in 1809, with Ces-

sack hlood in Lis veine, Gogul was one of
the first Russian writers 1o protest against
the pseudo-elassie lnssian literature which
up to his time had been influenced by
foreipm models.  With true Cossack dis-
regard for restrietion and a poet’s love
of both the joyous and sad songs of
Ukruine, he injected into the effete lit-
erature of his age the wild, barbarie spirit
of his race,

His pictures of the fighting, drunken,
religious Cossacks are eiched deep and he
prefers the picturesque, nomadie, irre-
sponsible Cossacks of the fifteenth and
sixternth centuries to those whe, in the
nineteenth eentury, were trained o main-
tain the autoeracy of the Czars,

Tabas Bulba is regarded by some as the
finest short work in Russian literatare, and
the other stories in the book are equally
informing us to Hussian beliefs and
enstoms,

TARAS LULBA AND OTHER TALES.
Iy Nigorst V. Gocor. E. P, Dutton &
Uo. G0 eents,

The Desert Pictured.
\ﬂl'l'lllsl} could hear higher testi-
1 mony lo the literary qualily of a
book on so unusual a subject as the Colo-
rado Desert than that it should have
pone through fifteen editions in seventeen
vears. To celebrafe the steady popularity
of John (. Van Dyke's Thé Desert the
publishers have profusely illustrated the
newest edition with interesting photo-
graphs of those waste lands, as well as of
the Colorade River, which runs through
them. 2

Undoubtedly the writing was a labor
of felieity to the author, for be ap-
proaches his theme with awe and rever-
ence, and envelops with poetic imagery
the little things that ordinarily would
escape a less observing eyve.

Perhaps such a book has appealed to

vous organization, do not belong to the
man with the hoe, much less the man with
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There is not a sound (o be heard,
a thing moves save the winds
Yet amid this great waste
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dull page in the book,
and the lambent, rhythmie style raises even
thu-phumhﬁ
heights. Books of this kind are
s rare tribute to literature, for they prove
conclusively that by the power of words
that '#ibhi- be brought e
life. ithout poetie imagery this wasle
place of Americs would have gone un-
bonored, unloved and unsung.
THE DESERT. By Joms C. Vax Drxn.
Charies Beribaer’s Bons. 2.

Russia.

ultimate salvation.

peaople.
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A wholly remarkable and informing book touching
on almost every phase of the Russian situation,
written out of Mr. Poole's recent experiences in

This is perhaps the first truly intelligent

account of the real forces at work in Russia for her

Vividly written, fearlessly di-

rect, Mr. Poole's story carries a message from a great

JIL $1.50

.Ernest Poole’s New Book

“THE DARK PEOPLE” | |

Russia’s Crisis

By the author of “The Harbor,” ete. '
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